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Welcome to the Master Minor Program in Modern Asian and Middle Eastern 
Studies (MAMES)! 
We are delighted that you have decided to enrol into our interdisciplinary MAMES program. The core 
assumption behind this master program is that in an interconnected world, socio-economic, political, and 
cultural developments transcend national borders. This is why the MAMES program offers the opportunity to 
study nations within their regional contexts, and in relation to broader global processes of socio-economic 
and cultural transformation. It does so by allowing students to draw upon the expertise of scholars not only 
from four departments within the Institute of Asian and Oriental Studies, but also from expertise within the 
Department of Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies and the Department of Religious Studies. Our 
academic rigour, extensive original language resources, committed team, and international connections, will 
provide you with a stimulating and supportive learning environment and with opportunities to connect with 
universities abroad.  
 
We very much look forward to welcoming and meeting you and wish you all the best in your studies with us.  
  
Your MAMES team 
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1. Master Program in Modern Asian and Middle Eastern Studies (Minor) 

1.1 Program objectives 

1.1.1 Why MAMES? 
The MAMES program allows students to benefit from the extensive regional expertise of our scholars, and to 
make connections with peers from a wide variety of academic and cultural backgrounds. Language however 
is not part of the MAMES minor program so students who wish to learn an Asian or Middle Eastern language 
might be interested in enrolling on the MAMES major. Thanks to the program’s flexible structure and its langu-
age of instruction – English – it is accessible to students from around the world. It allows graduates from Ba-
chelor programs in the Humanities, the Social Sciences, and the Natural Sciences, to learn about Asia and the 
Middle East within the global context and to explore broader theoretical and comparative issues through MA-
MES core courses. Most of the modules are designed so as to foster critical thinking through active class dis-
cussions, and to thereby equip graduates with the analytical skills necessary for a number of career paths. 

1.1.2 Minor in MAMES 
The program’s approach to Asian and Middle Eastern Studies is interdisciplinary and trans-regional and 
thereby provides students with multifaceted knowledge of modern and contemporary Asia and the Middle 
East. Additionally, it allows students to learn about key social-scientific and cultural theories, and to apply 
them to specific contexts. 
Thus MAMES minor students obtain compelling regional, theoretical, and methodological expertise in addi-
tion to the competences acquired in their major. 
 
Students who enrol in MAMES without having previously studied Asia and the Middle East learn about all 
of the regions and their interconnections and can decide to further specialise in one particular region of their 
choice. Those students who wish to obtain an introduction to the different regions can audit the introductory 
lectures of the respective Bachelor programs on offer at the IAOS (mostly in German). Please note that audi-
ting does not yield ECTS credits. Several of these lectures can, however, be booked as regular modules in the 
categories Culture and Society and then count towards the degree.  Particularly suitable for acquiring founda-
tional knowledge in the respective countries and regions are the following lectures of the BA program: 

Chinese Studies 
- Politik Chinas (Einführung) [The Politics of China (Introduction)] 
- Chinesische Literatur (Einführung) [Chinese literature (Introduction)] 

Indian Studies 

- Hinduismus [Hinduism] 
- Geschichte Indien/Südasiens [History of India/South Asia] 

Islamic Studies 

- Normative Traditionen im Islam [Normative Traditions in Islam] 

Japanese Studies 

- Japanese Politics and Economics after 1945 
- Japanese Society after 1945 

1.1.3 Considerations for combination: which major? 
The minor in MAMES adds to students' academic profile by complementing their major with a specialisation in 
one of the IAOS regions. Combining a minor in MAMES with a major in one of the Asian or Middle Eastern stu-
dies disciplines – such as Chinese studies, Indian studies, Muslim Cultures and Society or Japanese studies – 
can help contextualise specialized knowledge of one Asian or Middle Eastern nation within broader regional 
and global developments. Please note that those major programs require proof of proficiency at the C1 level 
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(or higher) in German. Besides, the MAMES minor can be studied together with a number of major programs 
taught in English. These include: 
- Art History in a Global Context 
- Comparative Linguistics 
- East Asian Art History 
- English Literature/ English Linguistics 
- Global Futures: Development, Sustainability and Social Justice 
- Social and Cultural Anthropology 
Please note that many master programs (major and minor) are consecutive study programs and therefore re-
quire a Bachelor's degree in that discipline. Please consult the respective departments directly. 

1.1.4 After MAMES: Potential career paths  
Students who have completed the minor in MAMES add unique regional specialization to their resumé. Gra-
duates from major programs in Social Science disciplines such as Economics, Political Science or Sociology, or 
in Humanities disciplines such as Art History or Literature, who additionally obtain a MAMES minor stand out 
from among their peers upon entering the job market. A high command of written and spoken English and in-
tellectual openness to engage with foreign concepts, cultures and customs, make them sought-after em-
ployees in the fields of business, politics, international cooperation, and culture. Finally, students with a 
MAMES minor who decide to enrol on a PhD programme in their major discipline are in a strong position to use 
Asia and the Middle East as case studies for their dissertations.  

1.2 Notes on the content and structure of the Master’s degree program 

1.2.1 Admission requirements and options of combination 
There are no admission requirements apart from a Bachelor’s degree, and a C1 English Language Certificate  
or a C1 German Language Certificate for students whose mother tongue is neither of the two languages or who 
have not graduated from a bachelor program in either language.1 The major in MAMES cannot be combined 
with the minor in MAMES. For legally binding documents, please consult the Rahmenverordnung (in German) 
and the Studienordnung as the legal framework for studying at the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences. 

1.2.2 Requirements for obtaining the Master’s degree 
The minor in MAMES consists of 30 ECTS, of which at least 15 ECTS are to be obtained by graded courses. The 
program structure provides a list of compulsory and optional modules.  The modules come in a variety of for-
mats—including both seminars and lectures—with coursework requirements which may include independent 
research papers, written examinations, and oral presentations. Students are encouraged to approach their 
lecturers in order to receive feedback for marked written or oral assignments. The most common format of 
MAMES modules are approximately 14 weekly sessions over the course of the semester, each lasting 90 mi-
nutes. More information can be found on the prospectus (Modulkatalog) which contains more details of the 
individual modules.  

1.2.3 Module groups 
To complete the minor program in MAMES, students need to obtain credits within four module groups. Groups 
and the minimum number of credits required in each group are set out in the the legally binding appendix to 
the study regulations (ASTO). 
 
1.2.4 Overview of module group «Foundation and Current Debates» 
 

 
1 Please see the Language Requirements section of UZH's Admission website for cases where no C1 English Language Certificate is required (e.g. a Bachelors 

degree from UZH) and contact the Admissions Office in case of questions. 

https://www.zh.ch/de/politik-staat/gesetze-beschluesse/gesetzessammlung/zhlex-ls/erlass-415_455_1-2018_08_27-2019_08_01-129.html
http://www.phil.uzh.ch/static/rechtssammlung/allgemein/20240812_STO_Allgemeiner_Teil_Stand_20231223_EN.pdf
https://www.phil.uzh.ch/static/rechtssammlung/master/regulaer-nachfolger/mk/MK_06M-7278-030.html
https://www.phil.uzh.ch/static/rechtssammlung/master/regulaer-nachfolger/asto/ASTO_06M-7278-030.pdf
https://www.phil.uzh.ch/static/rechtssammlung/master/regulaer-nachfolger/asto/ASTO_06M-7278-030.pdf
https://www.uzh.ch/cmsssl/en/studies/application/languagerequirements.html
https://www.students.uzh.ch/en/contact.html
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The four modules in this group cover central theoretical and empirical issues that form the core of the MAMES 
degree program (see course catalogue). Students are required to obtain a minimum of 12 ECTS points from 
within this category, and therefore need to keep these modules in mind when designing their individual 
course plan. 
 
The lecture Colonialism, Nationalism, Globalisation: Asia and the Middle East is the introductory module of the 
MAMES program and is compulsory for all MAMES students. We therefore recommend that students complete 
this module at the beginning of their degree program. The reading and discussion-based exercise Asia and the 
Middle East in Current Debates complements the lecture course, and we recommend that students complete it 
in the term subsequent to the one in which they completed the lecture-based module.  
 
Two seminars complete the modules in this category. The seminar Culture and Society in Asia and the Middle 
East alternates each spring semester with the seminar Anthropology of Asia and the Middle East. The Anthro-
pology of Asia and the Middle East takes place over either one or two semesters. However, even as a two-se-
mester module the second semester is reserved for writing a final paper and does not involve classes meaning 
that students who wish to do so may submit their paper during the summer break – and thereby complete 
their module before the second semester. 

1.3 Sample curriculum 

1.3.1 Notes on the sample curriculum 
When compiling their study plan, we recommend that students make sure that they can acquire all necessary 
ECTS within the time period in which they intend to complete their studies. The standard length of the pro-
gram only serves as an orientation and may take longer for students with part time jobs, family commitments, 
or intentions of overseas internships or exchange semesters, among others. The official sample curriculum 
serves as an example of one possible way to structure the MAMES studies. It is based on enrolment in the fall 
semester. 

1.3.2 International mobility during the Master’s degree program 
A stimulating and highly effective way for MAMES students to immerse themselves in the language and culture 
of their region of interest is to complete a study term abroad. The departments of the Institute of Asian and 
Oriental Studies (IAOS) support students who take the initiative to plan a study term at one of the partner uni-
versities in Asia or the Middle East. Some of these partner universities offer scholarships. Please consult the 
homepages of the departments concerned and their academic advisors for detailed information on language 
modules and overseas partner institutions. 
 
In addition, the International Relations Office at UZH provides information on mobility schemes, partner uni-
versities overseas, and helps organise a study term abroad. It also supports and advises students with indivi-
dual questions regarding international mobility. Please consult the UZH website to get an overview of the ex-
change agreements with universities overseas: 
https://www.int.uzh.ch/en/out/program/world.html 
https://www.int.uzh.ch/en/out/program/world/gu.html 

2. Student Advisory Services 

2.1 Academic advisor MAMES 
For questions concerning the program structure, program objectives and the contents of the modules, please 
contact Dr. Shrey Kapoor (mames@aoi.uzh.ch). 

https://www.phil.uzh.ch/static/rechtssammlung/master/regulaer-nachfolger/mk/MK_06M-7278-030.html#mg-06M-7278i01
https://www.phil.uzh.ch/static/rechtssammlung/master/regulaer-nachfolger/mc/MC_06M-7278-030.pdf
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/en/studies/studyorganization/advice.html
https://www.int.uzh.ch/en.html
https://www.int.uzh.ch/en/out/program/world.html
https://www.int.uzh.ch/en/out/program/world/gu.html


 

Universität Zürich   |   Asien-Orient-Institut 
 

7   |   7 

2.2 Program administration 
For technical questions concerning your degree path, the current course offering, module booking, cancella-
tion, module evaluation, and transcripts of record, please consult the Student Administration of the Institute 
of Asian and Oriental Studies. 

2.3 Student advisories at the participating institutes 
Institute of Asian and Oriental Studies (IAOS) 
Department of Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies  
Department of Religious Studies   

2.4 Central Student Advisory Services at UZH and the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
Student Advisory Services UZH 
Service Desk for Students at the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
Contact Information for all Study Program Advisories at the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 

2.5 Libraries and resources 
MAMES students benefit from access to the rich stock of texts and other study materials and resources avai-
lable at the many UZH libraries. The three institutes that coordinate MAMES—the Institute of Asian and Orien-
tal Studies (IAOS), the Department of Social Anthropology and Cultural Studies and the Department of Reli-
gious Studies—all have their own libraries. Moreover, the IAOS library contains a large array of original-lan-
guage texts.  Certified librarians are on site to advise and assist students in their research. All institutes provide 
further helpful information about online resources and research strategies on their websites (listed under 2.3). 
Additionally, UZH offers a large array of free courses, webinars and trainings on various topics related to litera-
ture search and data management. Please consult the website of the Main Library.  

https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/en/institut/organisation/studienprogrammkoordination.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/en/institut/organisation/studienprogrammkoordination.html
https://www.aoi.uzh.ch/de/studies/studyorganization/advice.html
https://www.isek.uzh.ch/en.html
https://www.religionswissenschaft.uzh.ch/en.html
http://www.studienberatung.uzh.ch/en.html
http://www.phil.uzh.ch/de/studium/studentservices.html
http://www.phil.uzh.ch/de/studium/studentservices/studienprogrammberatung.html
https://veranstaltungen.ub.uzh.ch/en

